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Appendix 7
December 7, 2004 Public Meeting Minutes

Village of Valemount
Wildfire Planning Community Meeting

Date: December 7, 2004
Time: 7:00 pm
Place: Council Chambers

Present:
Mayor Townsend
Councillor Dammann _
Councillor Roe (for a portion of the meeting)
Councillor Nordli
Councillor Tchir
D.B. Fleming, Chief Administrative Officer
Judy Bosh, Deputy Administrator (for a portion of the meeting)
Consultant Rick Publicover
General Public - 24

1. Call to order
Rick Publicover called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm

2. Fire Management Planning
Mr. Publicover overviewed the Village's Wildfire Planning project, through
the delivery of a power point presentation (copy on file)

Mr. Publicover reviewed; The Study Area involved
Reasons for wildfire planning

Identification of Fire risks

— — - e - Qverview of plan-contents-(including
development of an action plan)

Mr. Publicover went on to outline some basic wildfire preparedness
actions and requested input with regard to impacts perceived from forest
fire. Members of the general audience provided several different impact
scenarios in relation to wildfire.

Mr. Publicover advised that preplanning will help to reduce the risk of loss
to life, personal property, economic and social well being.

At this time Mr. Publicover requested input from those present in
identifying sources of ignition of wildfire, and undertook an exercise to
identify fire risks.

C:\Documents and Settings\Rick Publicover\My Documents\Personal 2004\Wiilage of Valemount\Report\Appendix 7 Dec 7
04 Public Meeting Minutes.doc
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Appendix 7
February 21, 2005 Public Meeting Minutes

Vililage of Valemount
Wild Fire Risk Analysis and Protection/Prevention Planning Meeting

PUBLIC MEETING
Date: February 21, 2005

Time: 7:00pm
Place: Council Chambers

Those Present:

Councilior Dammann Clarence Baggeit, C Bagget Logging
Councillor Roe Dennis Goddard

D.B. Fleming, Chief Administrative Milly Goddard

Officer

Rick Publicover, Consultant Judy Holmin

Rick Lalonde, Fire Chief Gary Basaraba

Bob Gray, Ministry of Forest Protection Donovan Gee, Valemount Fire Dept.
Branch

Brian Bobke Claudia Pajunen
Dennis Nordli Curtis Pajunen
iviikke Franklin, Sentinel Rashmi Narayan, Robson Valley Times

1. Call o Order

Rick Publicover called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm and began the
presentation with a video relating to Wildfire Hazards and Prevention
Strategies.

Mr. Publicover provided an overview of the Community Wildfire Planning
.project and addressed issuesof, ____ .~
» strategic (existing) fire breaks;
e fire history within the valley;
e fire hazard areas relative to Valemount

He referred to a provincial disaster guide entitle “Three Minutes to
Emergency Evacuation, Are You Ready?”

Mr. Publicover noted that the conditions in the forest have been allowed to
build up over the last 75 years, and that remediation of fire hazards wouild
not be completed overnight, but would be a longer term process. He noted
that through previous fire prevention practices mankind has in fact allowed
the forest to become a greater fuel source and fire hazard and that a long
term approach to resolving these issues was needed.

C:\Documents and Settings\Rick PublicoveriMy Documents\Personal 2004\Village of Valemounf\Report\Appendix 7
February 21 05 Public Meeting Minutes.doc



Appendix 7
February 21, 2005 Public Meeting Minutes

Mr. Publicover reviewed Regional District activities and recommendations
for further fire protection planning. He also outlined the role of the
Provincial Emergency Program and Provincial Government with regard to
fire prevention planning in the area.

Mr. Publicover gave an overview of the status of mapping for the Fire
Protection planning study. He noted that eventually it is hoped that the
provincial government will have a web site up and running which allow
property owners access to a web site to determine fire hazard on their
own individual properties. Maps being prepared for this planning report
will include reference to fire probability, siope class and fire risk/hazards.

There were general discussions and questions regarding the fire planning
project, it was noted that the most important part of the planning process
would be the planning implementation stage, and in this regard the
importance of forming an Interface Committee was reviewed.

At this time Mr. Publicover thanked the members for attending the
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm

Recorded by D.B. Fleming, Chief Administrative Officer

C:\Documents and Settings\Rick PublicoveriMy Docurnents\Personal 2004\Village of ValemountiReporf\Appendix 7
February 21 05 Public Mesting Minutes.doc



Appendix 7

The Valley Sentinel Article on the February 21 2005 Public Meeting

The Valley Sentinel, March 2, 2005

7

H

Valemount’s wildfire protection
strategy moves forward

BY MIKE FRANKLIN

Rick Publicover,
Valemount's wildlife
protection consultant,
held a. meeting on
Monday night to discuss
possible ways in which
the village could protect
itself. He cited methods
that Jasper Park and
Barriere are using to pro-
tect themselves and said
that Valemount could
adopt some parts of each
plan. “We are a wild-

! land wrban interface—

we have forest coming
right up to the edge of
the to.viz beth Zrom the
north and the sout’:‘ -
Publicover said.

There are a nummber of
key fire risks to
Valemount:

= the accunnulated grass
in Cranberry Marsh

* woodpiles on private
land that are stack close
to the houses

e lack of weed and
grass control along
transportation routes

o dry wood left from

previcus harvesting at

Main Street and Swift
Creek Road

e debris around the old
dumpsite

¢ open campfires on
private property

= combustible construc-
tion material used for
homes and buildings

® access issues regard-
ing fire suppression and

evacuation

* increased recreational
use of forests by tourists
= trees falling on hydro
lines

e sparks from chimneys
* Hmbered areas along
17th Avenue and other
areas around the village
“Look at the trees
throughout [the village].
That's why we live here.
We enjoy trees through-
out—those "are also
‘“wicks” for spotting fires
through the communi-
tw.” he said.

Publicover said that
there are a number of
ideas the village could
implement in order to
defend against wildfires.
“A wildland wban fire
can eitheér start in the
forest and mroves into a
vopulated  arza or it

don’t have access to
equipment or financial
resources. Develop,
maintain, and strength-
en firebreaks around the
community, and provide
public information, edu-
cation and awareness
programs for the general
public. “[fWe have to
determine] what kinds
of ignition sources do
we have out there and
how do we minimize the
risk of having a fire”
Publicover said.

Valemount is using a
good amount of input
from other jurisdictions

.ladder  fuels and

for wildfire prevention
strategies including
Jasper, who has been
working at plans for
over five years. “They
have to deal with inter-
national standards in
terms of the types of
things they do....
They've spent about
$750,000 to date in tezms
of the projects they've
done so far and theyv're
selling the timber and
they’'ve got about an
80% cost recovery o1t
that,” Publicover said.

Publicover also identi-
fied a2 number of demen-
stration projects that the
village could undertake
in order to promote the
FireSmart program.
Examples of such ar:zas
are private properties on
Dogwood and 13th, the

- strong  southern could be somebody bar- south side of 9th Ave.
winds - that come becuing in the backyard around Highway 5, and
through the Valemount- and it goes the other south of 14th Ave
Tete Jaune Corridor way.” between Ash and
* extensive populations Some of the ideas he Dogwood. Publicover
of lodge pole pine suggested inciluded also suggesied that the
throughout the valley establishing a program Valemount high school
- = forest health issues to assist in rvemoving and the 'iVImxstry of
i like mountain pine bee- trees from private prop- Forest Protection staff
—te and-mistletoe——— ———er«ty—\w-hese——restde% —should -wezk together ———

and provide den'\on:“-ra-
Hon projects as part of
the curriculum for grade
ten and eleven students.
This way, the students
would be educated in
fire risks associated with
the
value of spacing trees.

Publicover stressed the
importance of public
information . at
Monday’'s meeting. “[It
should be a} working as

a neighbourhood

3 may
have fire safe home, but
your neighbour may
not.”




